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Mr. Faisal A. Patel
(Son of Late Ahmedbhai Patel)

Assalamu Alaikum w.w.

From the death of My Father to till date,
Hundreds of people send their condolence
towards my family through various mediums.
I am very much thankful to all of you to give
my family unforgettable direct and indirect
supports in this dark moments of our life.

I am heartily sorry for not being to able to
respond immediately especially on
Whatsapp. Somehow our family life is going
to much slowly in this days. Please pray for
my Papa, May Allah grants him Jannatul
Firdous. In Sha Allah. (Aameen)

Mrs. Mumtaz Patel Siddiqui
(Daughter of Late Ahmedbhai Patel)

Ahmed Patel, Known to the world as a
powerful man, a political strategist, a king
maker but for me he was simply PAPA.

A Pious , simple man with simple needs, the
kind of austerity he lead his life with is an
inspiration. Ever since childhood, the values
he instilled in us showed the kind of man he
was. Unmoved, unfazed with his rising
importance, we barely knew as we were

growing up the kind of power and sway he
held.

I can only recall the man he was at home ,
eating basic home cooked meals at very odd
hours depending on his work timings and then
making sure he completed his daily salah and
his regular reading of the Quran. As a child I
was very fascinated to see him taking out his
Quran from a special bag and reading for
hours on train journeys because he had no one
to disturb him. Sometimes I used to get
irritated waiting to speak to him during namaz
because his Nafls would be never ending.

But over the year's I slowly learnt the
discipline of blending our religion and culture
and at the same time go about our worldly
chores.

He always told us do not fly high , learn to be
low profile, talk less. These were the habits he
lead his life with and we have tried to imbibe
some of it. But he was 'SPECIAL', he was
'ONE OF A KIND' and it's very tough for
anyone to be like him.

We always knew that he helped the needy but
it was only after he passed away we realized
the kind and number of lives he had touched
and how his goodwill radiates around. We
realized that it was not only us but the
millions that lost a father like figure and their
pillar of support and are equally in pain and
grief.

We are blessed to be born to a man like him
and we hope to carry forward the kind of work
he did for the marginalized society and
someday wherever he is we pray that he will
be proud of my brother Faisal and I.

May Allah (Swt) grant him the highest place
in Jannatul Firdaus.
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A Tribute

Ahmedbhai and | both hail from
Gujarat. Our ancestral villages are just
15 kilometers apart. But, we only
came to know each other and develop a
friendship many years later. It became
a friendship | valued, and one that | will
miss dearly.

| first saw him in action in the 1960s -
speaking at a public meeting in Bharuch
- when | was home on summer vacation
while in medical school. His skill as an
orator was apparent and it was clear in
that moment that he would go on to
achieve greatness and become a
beacon for the community.

We met for the first time only around 18
or 19 years ago, when my wife, Farida,
and | were in Delhi on our way to
Darjeeling. Our families had dinner
together, and he made us feel so
comfortable and welcome.

As Farida and | started spending more
time in India, we started seeing
Ahmedbhai and Memunabein more
often and became closer, even going on
vacation together ... to Kashmir, Shimla,
Rajasthan. Inspending time with him, |
came to see his unique qualities. On
our way to Ranthambhor - Tiger Safari,
he consoled a train attendant
struggling with the death of his father.

At his home, he never refused to meet
with anyone.
returned to his home at 2:00 in the
morning after having seen a movie, and
there was a crowd of people waiting at
the gate to talk to him. He stepped out
of the car to greet them and listen to
them, giving them all of his attention.
Even offering them tea.
remarkable.

| remember we once

It was

He would also invite people into his
home when they needed help. They
would explain their problems, at times,
going on and on, but Ahmedbhai would
sit silently and not interrupt. When |
first saw this, it took me aback, as |
couldn’t believe how much time he was
giving them. | asked him about it, and
he told me that he came to learn that
people often solutions
themselves when describing their
problems, so it was always important
for him to hear them out before
offering guidance.

reveal

He introduced us to Presidents, Prime
Minister, Politicians and Industrialists
and Bureaocrats. During those
interactions it was evident that he
commanded their deep respect.

In seeing him in all of these different
ways, | saw he was patient, kind, and
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respectful of everyone, no matter their
position or status. They mattered, and
his concern for them was genuine. His
compassion and intellectualism made
him admired by all, a counselor to both
the common man and people in power.

To his family, Memunabein, Faisal and
Mumtaz, | would like to offer my
condolences on their loss, and | share
your pain. This is the nizam of Allah
(SWT), everyone who comes from him,
returns.

| am reminded of a couplet of Zauk -

“laayi hayaat aaye, kazaa le chali chale
apni khushi na aaye, na apni khushi chale”

Between birth and death, Allah (SWT)
gives us a period of time to live on this
Earth with a purpose, and | believe
Ahmedbhai spent his time serving the
community at large, putting service
before self. We all benefitted because
of him. He will be missed and will
forever be in our hearts, and will
remain with us as an inspiration for
many.

Dr. Yakub M. Gangat
(U.S.A.)

A Tribute

| have known Ahmedbhai since
childhood, as he is related to my
Bhabhi. But, then | got married and left
India, and we lost contact. So, when my
husband Yakub, became friends with
him so many years later, it was nice to
reconnect and be able to remember old
times.

| know that serving the community
meant so much to him. He taught his
children the importance of public
service. I’'m very proud to see that
Faisal and Mumtaz are following their
father’s footsteps and working on social
issues to improve the lives of others.
May Allah bless them both.

Ahmedhbai is a role model not only for
his children and grandchildren but for
young people everywhere. My
condolences to Margo, Faisal, Mumtaz
and their extended family. | feel your
pain. May Allah (SWT) grant him the
highest place in Jinnah and sabr to all of
you.

Mrs. Farida Y. Gangat
(U.S.A)
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Mr. Ahmedbhai Patel Sahib

I was shocked to learn the death of Ahmedbhai few
weeks ago.--kalu inna------- . Pray ALLAH he gets
the best place in Jannat.

I am living in U.K. for 59 years and I never had
opportunity to know him personally. I met him few
times in functions. In this meeting I always found
him very simple, educated, sincere honest person,
he met ordinary people with respect --really down
to earth person, who went an extra mile to help any
person who asked his help. On a personal level
when Hajee D. M. Lockhat Hospital opened in
Kathor in January 2011, he was going to attend to do
the opening ceremony, but unfortunately last
moment due other urgent work he could not attend
but he sent his friend Mr. Trivedi--the then Health
Minister in Govt. Of India. . Ahmedbhai has helped
financially to Lockhat Hospital--Kathor, and other
organizations of Kathor on number of occasions
from his quota of Community Development Fund.

Having born in normal family in small village, For
'us' even to be elected to Local Gram panchayat
Council is a big prestigious honour, Ahmedbhai
with his hard, honest sincere work went rapidly in
stages and reach the top--and endedupas MLA- M
P in Indian Parliament.. And because of his
trustworthy, friendly nature became confidant of
Gandhi family--and became public face of Gandhi
Family. His death is a great loss to our community
and MUSLIM SAMAJ in general. For years to
come he will be a 'role' model for our youth. I think
he was the first and only person who became M.P.
from our community.

Dr. M.D. Lockhat
NUNEATON, U .K.

Asslamualaikum W. W.

Mr. Cassim Ginwala And Family. From
Prerston, Lancs. Uk-kosad. Gujarat, India
Hajee Mahmud Late Yusuf Amirat And
Hajyani Zaibunnisha M Amirat And Amirat
Family At -aungban-myanmar, India,
Canada Rest Of World Offer Heartfull,
Deeply Offer Condolence Recent Death Of
Your Brother-in-law Mr. Ahmed. Patel-
piraman-gujrat- India And Deeply
Sympathy Your Sister, Firoz, Mumtazand
Rest. Offer Dua Allah Grant Murhum
Ahmed Bhai Patel Jaanat Firdsosh. Ameen.

Summa Ameen.

Marhum Janab Ahmed Patel Sb. From Small
Village Piraman To Capital Delhi And
Progressed Pillar Of Congress Party And

Activly Strategy Supported 3 Generation
Gandhi Families.

Activly Supported Diverse Communities /
Projects Manidirs / Masjids In Short Late
Ahmed Patel Was A Uniq Person. Ameen.

Mr. Cassim Ginwala
(U.K)
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This is Ibrahim Wadiwala from Houston,
Texas, U.S.A.

Mr. Ahmadbhai was a great person, kind
and humble.

| never showed anyone like him in the pass,
present and ever in feature.

Three years ago | invited him as a guest in
America and he excepted it.

My family and myself are making dua for
magferah, Allaah grant him Jannatul firdos
and give sabre jameel to his wife son
Faisal, daughter Mumtaz and other family
members and friends. Aameen.

Mr. Ibrahim Wadiwala

(US.A.) o
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The Philanthropist donors and the well wishers of
The Suratee Sunni Vohra Muslim Education Society
from all the places of the world also heard the sad news of death of
Marhum Ahmedbhai Patel. All of them gives their condolence through
various medium all of them pray to almighty Allah to give highest place in
“Jannat-ul-Firdus” to Marhum Ahmedbhai Patel (Ameen Ya Rabbal Alameen)

MR. SAJID YUSUF PANCHBHAYA SB. CANADA
MR. AIYUBBHAI PANCHBHAYA SB. CANADA
MR. SAEEDBHAI BODHANIA SB. CANADA
MR. EDRISHBHAI BHAYAT SB. CANADA
MR. ZIYAUDDIN MUSA HANSLOD SB. CANADA
MR. A.KHALIK (BABU) PATEL SB. CANADA
MR. SABBIRBHAI MEHTA SB. CANADA
MR. SOYABBHAI GHARIYA SB. CANADA
MR. SABBIRBHAI MOTALA SB. CANADA
MR. MOHMEDBHAI VADIA SB. & FRIENDS CANADA
MR. ALI AZAM ESMAIL SB. U.K.
MR. SULEMANBHAI DADABHOY SB. U.K.
MR. ARSAD GULAM SIDAT SB. U.K.
MR. MOHMEDBHAI BHAIYAT SB. U.K.
MR. AZIZBHAI UNIA SB. U.K.
MR. ANISH BHAI ATCHHA SB. U.K.
MR. ALLI YUSUF TILLY SB. U.K.
MR. RASHID SULEMAN OOMERJEE SB. U.S.A.
MR. HASHIMBHAI BOBAT SB. GERMANY
MR. YUSUFBHAI LIMBADA SB. & BROTHERS AUSTRALIA
MR. MOHAMMED PATEL SB. U.S.A.
MR. YAKUBBHAI PATEL SB. U.K.
MR. YAKUBBHAI KARA SB. U.K.
MAULANA ILYAS DESAI SB. U.K.
MR. YUSUFBHAI BADAT SB. U.K.
MR. AKBARBHAI BADAT SB. U.K.
MR. ABDUL KADAR LALA SB. U.S.A.
MR. BABU M.S. PATEL SB. CANADA
MR. MUSABHAI BHAIMIA SB. INDIA
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Remembering
Anmed Patel: A Family Man!

i i i oid in
Iwart Congress leader Ahmed Patel’'s trag_lc and untimely derfr_nsde T)ﬁelifr: ea xho .
g hich can never be filled. Congress will never be able to fin S b g
il . clicthc lakhs he helped through his NGO have lost a father. Hlshar?l gs g
b shoes. ant Iearn to live without him. He was a doting grandfathgr and t. e ore Sl
i slrlvehgl>de n Esra, Miriam and Zyra, who will now grow up yvnthout hxf1 cans, s
S grandc I reer be fl,1|fi||ed. City First brings a tribute from the mnocenrt] 'e':today =
b cr?n_ nr?w\:mh loved and missed granddad and wherever Ahmed B all-llada A
Ch”drerl](r:(c))rv: lﬁgt he blesses them and knows how much he is loved. —Anita

Congress veteran Ahmed Patel
with (anti-clockwise)

daughter Mumtaz, his

wife Memoona and

grand-daughters Miriam, Dear Nanu,

Esra and Zayra | will always love You and miss you and
cherish the memories we had together. |
guess | never thought about what it would be
like when you would no longer be here. You
have always been such a key part of my life,
and such a great person. I am so thankful
that you were my Nanu. And I'm even more
thankful that | was able to live so close to you
and to be able to do so many things with you
throughout the years, creating the awesome
relationship that | have had with you. When
you were in the hospital | thought about all
the things you have done not only for us but
for the entire nation. You were not justa huge
loss for us but were for the entire nation.
Everyone who personally knew you know
what a great Pperson you were. We are all S0
S0 so thankful for you and are praying for
Yyou every day. 'm very proud of what a great
Pperson my Nanu was and how is one of the
most kind-hearted people | have ever met. He
will forever be in our hearts and is gone but
never ever forgotten. He is truly a great man
and has so many good memories with us.
1 will always remember the things you have
done for me, Miriam and Esra and for every-
one else yet. When you were jn the hospital
| couldn’t imagine the pain you were going

Sorond €0
Lery iy a“ed Pt sad wh;R were
thing they Ao died e i the
u he W 3
-2 im when <nq video
missing M mngm du

ery e will aways
o w‘\iﬂ; \es‘)l\.rKnd we will al .
: ate!
(\?\;‘r\{ember you. e

through, and even after that, you tried helping
all the people You could. | would never expect
to see you in the kabrasthan and | thought

Dear Nanuy, that day would come

You wilj foreve, i

that yoy vy g e our hearts, | knoy,

many many many years
later. You were not just a Nanu Or a dadu u

like jt bett ; were an asset to everyone. | hope you are
| know y, €I up in resting in peace and hopefully one day | can

i meet you again. For now this isall I'm going
to say but words cannot describe how much
Ilove him, miss You and how great of a
person you were. LOVE YOU FOREVER..

—Zayra Siddiqui

heaven,
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Why Ahmed Patel’s exit is a big
political development in India

Known as the back room boy of the Congress, Ahmed Bhai personified the

party’s culture

Sheela Bhatt, Special to Gulf News

Ahmed Patel with Sonia Gandhi

f v

A lot has been written in the Indian media
about Ahmed Patel, powerful Congress
leader, who died on November 25 due to
complications arising from Covid-19.

No other Congressman has won and retained
the extent of trust of the Gandhi family as
much as and as long as Ahmed bhai. He died
when his party is not in power but still, his
death got wide coverage and most of the
obituaries acknowledged that being the
political secretary of Congress president
Sonia Gandhi, he was in the thick of the
Congress’s convoluted politics. After his
death the first thing that occurred to many in
Delhi was that he was buried with all the
Congress party’s secrets.

Ahmed bhai had few peculiar traits which

made him so important in Congress’s scheme of things. The most important of his traits that any wannabe
politician should know is that he kept hundreds of his relationships in different silos.

So staunchly separated were his political relationships that Mamata Banerjee would never know how close he
was with her rivals in the Left parties (in West Bengal) and Mulayam Singh Yadav would never know how
well-versed Amhed bhai was with his problems of the court cases and the family issues. People would have
general ideas about the politics played by Ahmed bhai but nothing in specific.

The extent of political closeness and degree of personal intimacy Ahmed bhai enjoyed with politicians and
bureaucrats, the legal world, the media barons and rich and powerful industrialists were never revealed. This
trait to maintain secrecy gave him valuable strategic space to manoeuvre in time of crisis and to the surprise of
his rivals, many times he could swing the result. He never took a hard stand on anything and that also played a

big part in his success and his failures.
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He was the spin-master of the Congress’s events who can be compared to Arun Jaitley but Jaitley never
enjoyed the level of actual power within his party that Ahmed bhai had. His politics was about keeping space
to manipulate by speaking as less as possible and creating avenues for exit open at all times. He responded
mostly to people in three ways. Yes. No. May be.

Second, his biggest characteristic as a politician was that he was a Gujarati with the community’s intrinsic
qualities. Patel, who belonged to Ghanchi Muslim community, understood the Gujarati society’s reverence
for Laxmi, the deity of wealth. When a politician understands and accepts the centrality of the money behind
the power play in society, lots of issues fall in place. Ahmed bhai was a successful treasurer of his party
because coming from Gujarat he understood the functional character of money in Delhi.

Known as the back room boy of the Congress, Ahmed Patel personified the party’s culture. He took the middle
road if and when need arose. This trait to continue with the status quo was the basic reason he could walk so
long and so close behind Sonia Gandhi. Her politics was also to keep the status quo in the party and continue
the grip on power.

The praetorian guard

In fact, Rahul Gandhi and Ahmed bhai could never be on the same page in running the party because of the
same reason. Rahul Gandhi lives in an unreal world, dreaming things that could not necessarily help him win
power. Ahmed bhai was soaked in realpolitik due to his relationships with the ugly and the beautiful of India’s
political world. He reached out to everyone in the cross sections of society. He knew what’s on in the dirty and
ugly world and in that capacity he had a big role to play for his party and more for Sonia Gandhi.

Rahul Gandhi, most probably, disliked the Gujarati-flavoured Patel-ian influence on his mother. Ahmed bhai
had influence over the decision-making processes in 10, Janpath for sure. As recently as in December 2018,
when Rajesthan results came in and Congress was set to form the government, Sonia favoured the views of
Patel over Rahul. Rahul Gandhi never wanted Ashok Gehlot to be chief minister but Ahmed bhai’s political
logic triumphed over Rahul.

In the CWC meet, that was conveyed to mourn the death of Ahmed bhai and Assam’s tallest Congress leader
Tarun Gogoi, Sonia Gandhi was in tears while speaking about her confidante Patel. People present there could
see how devastated she was by Ahmed bhai’s sudden death. As Harish Khare, senior editor wrote, “Ahmed
bhai was a needle-threader extraordinaire. He made the Congress system work for Sonia, and vice versa.”

A host of friends

When Ahmed bhai was in Metro Hospital in Faridabad, Prime Minister Narendra Modi called twice to inquire
about his health. He offered all help and even gave a telephone number of Sanjay Bhavsar to connect quickly
to him in case of emergency. Home minister Amit Shah had called, too, to offer any help Ahmed bhai wanted.
When Patel was subsequently shifted to Medanta hospital, Maharashtra Chief Minister Uddhav Thackeray
called Dr. Naresh Trehan of Medanta twice asking about Ahmed bhai. Friends, those not-so-friendly,
adversaries and enemies all could connect to Ahmed bhai.

Why? Primarily because he was the predictable factor of the Congress. The sounding board who made
Congress, even when in mess, look like a coherent entity. For all the opposition leaders and adversaries of
Congress, Ahmed Patel was one-stop information kiosk. Its anybody’s guess now that without the presence of
the one-man-institution — who was a ready reckoner of Sonia Gandhi’s era in Indian politics — the status quo
ofthe Congress is broken. Patel’s exit is a big political development.

The predicament of the analysts in Delhi is to know if the new Congress would take birth or the collapse of the
Congress would be accelerated but that cant be predicted without Ahmed bhai! Modi and Shah, Thackeray
and Sharad Pawar would be closely waiting and watching which unchartered trajectory Sonia Gandhi’s
children would take the Congress party to.

Sheela Bhatt is a senior Indian journalist. She is based in New Delhi
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In a political crisis, there was no ) better

Soft-spoken man who shunned
limelight but had 4ethal’ punch

» Continued from P 1

ret few could be as off-tar-

get as the one Patel
sported during the Con:
gressdominated decade. The
Innocuous sounding ‘political
secrotary to Congress prosi-
dent’ was an utterly inade-
qunm)obdmcnmmﬁxm

the decade-long UPA regime.
The perception was de-
rived from the lived expert
enceof the influentialand the
rich. Onpaper. it was Manmo-
han Singh who held the office
of PM, while Sonia was the
power-behind-the throne. In
reality. however, the reins
were hold by AP It was the vet-
eran from Gujarat who decid
ed the make-up of the cabinet
and Sonia’s team, worked out
the terms of power sharing
with coalition partners and,
very often, Influenced key bu-
reaucratic appointments, in
cludingthose in the PMO.
fier Rajiv Gandhl, no-
body had so many Union min-
Isters, CMs, governors and
others comprising the power-
ful set reporting to one per-
son. He could pick unfancied
figures, languishing on the
middie benches and reconcil
ed to an “also ran” existence,
and get them appointed as
CMs. Political has-beens were
similarly plucked out of ob-
scurity for Raj Bhavans. All
the cholces were supposed to
reflect Sonia’s judgment and
Patel would make it sure that
1s how they appeared. But few
had doubts as to who had
shaped the preferences.
When asked w0 explain
some unexpected declsions,
Patel would put it all down to
the beneficiary’s luck. Few
were taken in by the disclatm-
erand 23, Mother Teresa Cres-
cent, the official residence he
stuck to despite being entitied
t0 a bigger bungalow, was the
fount of power The politically
Influential, as well as top cor-

Ahmed Patel, the man who ran
UPA from the backroom, dead

Tives News Netwoax

New Delhl: The passingof ve-
teran Congress leader Ahmed
Patel, or' AP’ ashewasreferred
to, on Wednesday morningata
Gurgaon hospital after a long
battle with Covid-related com-
plications brings the curtain
down on an eventful phase in
Congress's history iInwhich he
and Sonia Gandhi as party chi-
ef had an influential say inde-
cision-making in theorganisa-
tion and the UPA government.
Coming at a time when the
party is faced with an ascen-
dant BJP, and is having to
grapple withaleadership void,
dissidence and a growing cri-
sis of confidence among its
ranks and allles, the 7l-year-
old Rajya Sabha MP's departu-
respells a blow to Congress.

KINGMAKER Ahmed Patel with Sonia Gandhi and Rahul in May 2016

porate honchos, made a bee-
Tine to the modest-sized Kothi”
where he would recelve vis-
ftors until 2am. Very often, he
had five different visitors,
some of them rivals, scated in
different corners, with none
gettingaciueabout theothers’
presence. The power he wield-
edwasdirectly proporvional o
the toll he put In to keep the
coalition going, reconciling
the competing demands of fac-
tons and ambidons within
Congress and gettingcoalition
partners to yield on their de-
mands that he, an ardent Con-
gressloyalist, believed the par.
ty should not acquiesce 1o,

It was he who could get
Shibu Soren to resign from
thecabinet when hisname fig-
ured in a murder case and, in
2000, persuade M Karunanid-
hi to relont from DMK's ex
pansionist claims for portfo-
los. When Pranab Mukher-
Jee, a close friend and confl-
dante, pressed his clalm for
Rashtrapat! Bhavan, it ol to
Patel to blundy tell him to
back off. His adroltness came
in handy in handling Sama}
wadi Party, which had crossed
over from the rival column to
support the nuclear deal with
the US In lleu of a promise for

From conjuring missing
numbers during the trust vote
over the N-deal to thrashing
out power-sharing with NCP
in Maharashtra when Sharad
Pawar finished with better
numbers or aligning with
Babulal Marandi for Jhark-
hand polls — a call which
helped Congress snatch a nar-
row victory from defoat — 1t
all came down to Ahmedbhal

So

elected 10 Lok Sabha for three
consecutive terms before mov.
ing 10 Rajya Sabha, that an en-
tre flock of political journal
ists were to time

sonse of commitment to the
a luynhy which was

in the CWC, It was recognised

by Rajiv Gandhi who appoint
ol him as his parlilamentary
secretary and, later, by Sonta
who preferred him over her
‘loyalists’ who had worked
hard on her distrustof Rao.

He was also convinced of
the party'’s mission to be in
power. something which ex-
plained the ruthlessness with
which he made demands of al
ltes and dealt with the chal
lenge of rivals. He may have
enjoyed being an understated
‘politico’ and lked being away
from the limeiight and wassoft
spoken toa fault, but he had a
‘lothal punch’ folt by many In
the party and opponents.

The tough side to him was
on display in the way he eked
out his last RS win in deflance
of BJP'S challenge and In cir-
cumstances which are being
litigated Incourt. Herushed to
be by the side of the party
cashier when a team of tax
people were questioning him
about the source of funds and
didnotlet his worries about an
EDproblem into his links with

their sleeping pattern to suit
his eccentric and punishing
schedule. A workaholic who
could return calls at 3am, he
was unrelentingly stingy with
information. Yot, the wait was
worth its while. For, even a
non-committal “may be” or a
laconic “let us see” was
enough. Of course, he could al
sosend a reporter off the scent

help with Singh Ya-
dav's logal troubles. It was AP
who told Manmohan Singh
that he had crossed a lineover
the Sharm El-Shelkh flasco.

the fugitive businessmen
S: his styl
Thedecisivesay inthe UPA

decade came with a cost in
terms of flak for ‘dirty’ jobs
that needed to be done 10 Keep
the arrangoment going. The
nuciear deal, porhaps Manmo-
han Singh's biggest achleve
ment as PM. became possible
also because of horse-trading,
with Patel and Amar Singh
taking the entire blame. When
‘crony capttalism’ under UPA
was diagnosed as one of the

. andtheparty.  chief factors behind the par

He did not slog because he  ty's electoral debacle in 2014,

was hankering after power To  many in the party pointed fin-

the contrary, Patel disliked gers at him. Yet, he did not

He did not Join  flinch from reporting for duty

lll‘ governments of Narasim-  He was not keen on his new ro-
ha Rao and Singh, Y as party

preferring o work intheorga-  butgave Inafier Sonia pressed.

nisation. He was driven by a Fuli reporton wure.tol.tn

person than AP to connect the dots

By Abhishek Singhvi BY INVITATION

\ hmedbhal (AP tosome)
4

laksar to Dhar,
from V Georgeto Brajesh Mis-
hra, from PK Misra to Nripen-
dra Misra to Shakti Sinha, the
go-t0 men of powerful people
not only reflected in the glory
of their boss, the Indian PM,
but occupled powerful deci
sion-making (including Cabi-
net) positions. Since Sonla
Gandhl was clearly the PM
candidate in 2004 and was the
first (and possibly the last)
sure shot PM to decline the
post in India, AP was the first
such de facto or de jure politi-
cal secretary to revel in glori-
fled anonymity. None of his
predecessors had cultivated
Inconsplcuousness and nvis-
ibility with such passion,
many did notdesireit, few had
it thrust upon themselves. AP
hated the limelight, detested
officlal recognition and acco-
lades and elevated nameless-
ness o @ fine art. | found that
the best way to tease, Indeed
alarm him, was to congratu
late him and attribute some
Congress ViCtory or success-
ful strategy to him. He would
pause, 100k grim andsay, “Are
you my friendor enemy?”

Ahmedbhal spoke the
least in any gathering, discus-
sion or committee meeting.
Buthehad theuncanny knack
of gulding the direction and
momentum of that discus-
slon with minimal speech in
not only the right direction
but also towards a pragmatic
solution. Not for him the long-
winded rhetoric, thepompous
self-promotional prattle
which so many of our col-
leagues are habituated to, the
prefatory list of self-achieve-
ments which many
atsuch gatherings are wont to
indulge in. A curtlook, a wink
to me, followed by a sarcastic
Interruption and the rumina-
tlons would turn back tofocus
and more Importantly, to-
wards asolution.

If there was a political cri-
sis, there was no better person
than AP to connect the dots,
not merely between disparate
persons, whether within or
outside Congress, but more
importantly, marry those
names to the burning Issue at
hand. During the nuclear 123
deal, when In both the debates
Iwasthe lead speaker from the

r
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The writer with Ahmed Patel (right) at an event in 2017

treasury benches in the upper
House, | knew how much a
phone call from him worked
even for non-Congress parties
and RS members, entirely out
of 1tfelong mmzns and muy
knowing th

that was the time when he
could be detatled about strate-
gy anecdotal about an issue or
strategise more deeply than in
the hurly burly of daytime
meetings. Discussions about

inner mougm process of me
person he was calling.

‘When | chalred the parlia-
mentary standing committee
onlaw,and we were abletode-
liver & near unanimous re-
porton the Lokpal Bill in 2011
within four months after
‘hours of labour and long wit-
nessevidenceof eminent per-
sons, 1 frequently turned
for advice to AP. Not only was

what

lead speaker in the Ayodhya
debate, or the two office of
profit debates which [ opened
(Involving Sonia)l’s LS resig-
nation), or thecutand thrustof
my main reply on vote of
thanks to the

The point | want to make is
that he would do this more
ably than any other, bluntly
breaking the bad news, yet
holding out sincere hope for
the future (howsoever insin.
cerely)and never burning his
bridges or those of Congress
with the person concerned,
many of whom could be rude,
crude, occasionally even abu-
sive. In this, he admirably in-
sulated and protected the top
leadership. AP also had the
great habit of doing such un-
pleasant tasks himself but
conversely, when people
thanked him profusely for
some beneflt showered upon
themby theparty, hewouldal-
ways remonstrate at the
threshold and attribute it to
the top leadership, decline to
take credit and ask that the
blessed write directly to or
meet the top leadership.

I must confess that not
evenforamomentdid itenter
my mind, even remotely, that
death was Knocking at Ah-
medbhal’s door with su(n

In

opening of a session or a par-
ticular legal strategy for the
party, were frequently done in
those sun-rising hours. By a
strange coincidence, two of

“ Ahmedbhai spoke the least in any gathering,
discussion or committee meeting. But he had the
uncanny knack of guiding the direction and
momentum of that discussion with minimal speech
innot only the right direction but also towards a

pragmatic solution

our subject — Lokpal — In-
herently volatile and contro-
versial, but my committee
had many stalwarts (Includ-
ing Jethamalani, Lalu Pra
sad, Paswan, eariler Jaitley
and many others), given to
strong and frequently differ-
ing views. How to handie
them and extract a large mea-
sure of convergence was a
lesson In political manage-
ment and diplomacy, in
which AP wasmatchless.

's most relaxed

the Congress's most promi
nent troubleshooters — one
backroom and the other bat-
ting on the front foot (Pranab
Mukherjee) — with whom [
have had close working rela.
tionships, were classic night
owls. The only difference was
one of degree — AP started af-
ter Pranabda slept, as also the
fact that one had to physically
spend the late hours with Pra-
nabda at Talkatora Road while
one did most of the work tele-
with Ahmedbhal.

time (and also sometimes the
most irritating for the recip-
fent of his call) was the post-
midnight After my
early years in public life, my
wife would turn over half
asleep and mutter that 1t must
be AP whenever the phone
rangafter 1am. I would always
tell AP that his 1 am call was
tooearly by his standards. But

AP's Job was such that he
had to disappoint many. In
fact, the bad news to disap-
pointed non-appointees In
the political cauldron had to
bebroken by AP at senior lov-
els. Sometimes, it also In
volved those close to him
from Gujarat or, obversely,
those whom he may secretly
have wanted to disappoint.

First India..

I have lost an irrepiaceable comrade, a faithful colleague
and a friend. | mourn his passing and | feel deeply

for his bereaved family to whom | offer my sincere
feelings of empathy and support

Saddened by the demise of Ahmed Patel
ji. He spent years in public life, serving
society. Known for his sharp mind, his role
in strengthening the Congress party would
always be remembered. Spoke to his son
Faisal and expressed condolences. May
Ahmed Bhai's soul rest in peace
—PM Narendra Modi

P IN A POLITICAL CRISIS, NO BETTER PERSON THANAP TO
CONNECT THE DOTS — TRIBUTE BY ABHISHEK SINGHVL, P 10

Known for his networking
savvy and ability to manage
conflicting interests, Babub-
hal, as he was fondly called,
was for all practical purposes
the sheet anchor for Congress-
led UPA and thequintessontial

backroom manager Designa.
tions can be misleading. Some
convey anextravagant senseof
authority about essentially

ornamental perches.

»Had ‘lethal’ punch, P 10
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pr
Covid, he would talk to me
personally, even in October,
and more frequently, mess-
age me on WhatsApp. I told
him jocularly that I was his
Covid senlor, having reco-
vered from a bout in July, and
that he should listen to me,
When he proudly informed
me how many virtual meet-
ings he had done regarding
Bihar elections, I was scath-
Ing, perhaps unreasonably
critical while cautioning
him. That was perhaps the
last time we talked. When he
regressed, 1 remember tell-
inghisson Faisal, with whom
1 talked several times till re-
cently to ask about AP, that |
was not sure whether send.
ing him to a Faridabad hospi-
tal was a great idea. By then,
AP was in Medanta and Fai-
sal frequently assured me
that he was on the mend. |
never detected any doubt or
apprehension in Falsal's tone
and I was therefore shocked
at the 4.30 am call today AP
was only 71, certainly not an
11l man and boasted to me sev-
eral times about managing to
do his verandah treadmill
reasonably regularly. God's
will is mysterious but cer
tainly untimely in this case.
(Theauthor isathird-term
MP, eminent Jurist and senior
Congress spokesperson. Views
are personal)
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Cong leaders at Vadodara airport to receive Ahmed Patel's
body. He will be buried at his village Piraman. Bhupendra Rana

Cong loses chief
Crisis manager,
Gandhis their pillar
in the backroom

COOMIKAPOOR
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 25

SONIA GANDHI described
Ahmed Patel as an “irreplace-
able companion” but, surpris-
ingly, Rahul, who was often not
on the same page as him,
summed up the loss of Ahmed
bhai - as he was widely known
- more pithily. Rahul acknowl-
edged him as “one of the pillars
of the Congress” - not exactly an
understatement from a dynast
who assumes that without the
first family the party is a hollow
shell.

Indeed, Patel, 71, who passed
away early Wednesday fighting
multiple organ failure post-
Covid, was the go-to man when-
ever the Congress faced trouble.

Which meant quite often.

Whether it was the modali-
ties of tying up with the Shiv
Sena for a grand alliance in
Maharashtra or tamping down
Sachin Pilot’s anger against Chief
Minister Ashok Gehlot in
Rajasthan or allying with Pranab
Mukherjee to ensure that Sonia
was installed party president in
1997 despite Sitaram Kesri's re-
fusal to step down gracefully,
Ahmed Bhai was on hand to sort
out the problem.

Party colleague Jairam
Ramesh once described him as
224X 7 politician who had more
than once come to the rescue of
the Congress in the nick of time.
He recalled how at well past
midnight he putacall throughto
a Chief Minister who was bent
onquitting the party next morn-
ing along with his supporters.
After a good 50 minutes of hu-
moring, cajoling, mollycoddling
the veteran party leader, he
saved the party’s governmentin

AHMED PATEL
1949-2020

BUSINESS AS USUAL
By UNNY

SINCE 1932

JOURNALISM OF COURAGE
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REMEMBERING AHMED PATEL

An astute Parliamentarian,
Shri Patel combined the
skills of a strategist and the
charm of amass leader. His
amiability won him friends
across party lines...

RAM NATH KOVIND,
PRESIDENT

Hewasanable
parliamentarian and always
maintained cordial
relations with leaders
across the political
spectrum...

M VENKAIAH NAIDU,

VICE PRESIDENT

He spent years in public life,
serving society. Known for
his sharp mind, his role in
strengthening the Congress
Party would always be
remembered...
NARENDRA MODI,

PRIME MINISTER

His faithfulness and
dedication, his commitment
to his duty, his always being

anorth Indian state. As Ramesh
noted, not many in the Congress
were capable of pulling off such
feats, mixing power with per-
suasion to good effect.

Ahmed Bhai's strength was
his lack of personal ambition or
a private agenda, attributes

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

LINK BETWEEN CONG
PAST, PRESENT

A VILLAGE RECALLS A
LEADER ALWAYS
READY TO HELP

PAGE 6

1949-2020

there to help, his generosity
were rare qualities that
distinguished him from
others. | have lostan
irreplaceable comrade,a
faithful colleague and a
friend.

SONIA GANDHI,

CONGRESS PRESIDENT

We have lost a leader who
dedicated his life to the
Congress... Ahmed-ji
epitomized courage and
loyalty in public life. He
stood by the Congress...
through its most difficult

times. I will miss his
wisdom, his intellect and his
unwavering commitment to
the Congress...

RAHUL GANDHI,

CONGRESS LEADER

With his warm and pleasing
manners he could reach out
across the entire political
spectrum. A big loss to
Indian politics and
Constitutional values.
SITARAM YECHURY,

CPM GENERAL SECRETARY

He was a Congressman who
regularly worked with
secular democratic forces...
Asa political activist he stood
for positive, progressive
values. His absence will
make adifference...

D RAJA, CPI GENERAL
SECRETARY

Saddened and shocked.. He
was a quiet, affable person...
MAMATA BANERJEE,

TMC PRESIDENT

Village recalls: He never expected
anything for getting work done

KAMAAL SAIYED
PIRAMAN VILLAGE (BHARUCH),
NOVEMBER 25

AFVE-MINUTE walk from his an-
cestral home, a grave has been
readied in the wooded graveyard.
On Wednesday, an ambulance
from HMP Foundation in Piraman
left for Vadodara airport to bring
back the body of veteran Congress
leader Ahmed Patel that arrived
by a chartered flight from Delhi.

Patel had wished to be buried
beside his parents, Halimabibi and
Mohammedbhai Patel.

Classmates at the Gujarati-
medium section of Mission
School in the village of around
3,000 people, Abbas Mullah, 71,
remembers Patel as a "shy stu-
dent”, who grew up to be aman
of the people - for the village,
“their man in Delhi". He would
meet Mullah whenever he visited
Piraman, chat with villagers late
into the night, and sort out their
issues, Mullah recalls.

What sets Piraman apart is its
cement concrete internal roads
andahelipadontheoutskirts. Ithas

Rahul Gandhi outside Patel's residence in Delhi. Anil Sharma

twowaterdistillation plants, setup
with Patel'sefforts. Thereis noopen
barren plot — all houses have gar-
dens “so that people would not
throw garbage”, a villager says,
crediting Patel for the plan.

Fordealing with health emer-
gencies, Patel had started a med-
ical OPD centre run by a trust
named HMP Foundation - named
after hismother. The OPD centreis
on the main street leading to his
ancestral house.

All houses are concrete and
the entire village is covered by
CCTV camera. Most of its residents
have settled in the US, the UK,

Canadaand South Africa, says for-
merdeputy sarpanch Salim Patel.

“He (Patel) was shy student; |
was notorious. We sat togetherin
classroom,” Mullah says. “Later he
shifted toanother school in (adja-
cent)Ankleshwar townand I quit
studies due to financial problems.
The reason why heis loved by mil-
lionsof people s for his service to-
wards all sections; for helping
them resolve their issues. He
never expected anything from
anybody for work (he) got done.”

Congress leader Rahul Gandhi
is expected to attend the burial
here on Thursday.
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AHMED PATEL

August 21, 1949 to November 25, 2020

BT SUB 7, Al WRIER

TR . 3EHE Teesit

(9383-2030)

O, AL
“Best way to find yourself is to lose
yourself in the service of others”

MoAatno Ganay

W
Please join us In paying tribute and praying for
the vislonary who served India and Indians seiflessly.

Prayer Meeting will be heid on Mondgy, 14® December, 2020
At Yashwantrao Chavan Centre, 7/8, General Jagannath Bhosie Road,
Nariman Point, Mumbai, Maharashtra 400021

Time: 4.30 p.m.
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People in politics like to be seen
and heard. Ahmed was one of those
rare individuals who preferred to
remain in the background
and let others take the credit.

- Congress President
Smt. Sonia Gandhi

The Congress needed
Ahmed Patel.
Indian politics and
public life needed him.
We needed him

- Congress President
Smt. Sonia Gandhi

Ahmed has left us,
but his memories will live on.
When the history of the Congress
since the 1980s is written,
his name will figure prominently
as someone who was
central to the Party’s achievements.

- Congress President
Smt. Sonia Gandhi
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VAHORA VOICE UK

HON RESPECTED
MARHUM AHMED PATEL SAHEB
(1949 - 2020)

A LEADER WHO WILL BE REMEMBERED FOR HIS
DREAMS, VISION, WISDOM, CONVICTION, LOYALTY AND COURAGE

Condolences from Vahora Voice UK (VVUK)
Hon Chair, Vice Chair, Trustees, Executive Committee Members,
Adyvisors, Staff, Volunteers and his huge following in the UK

Our duaas and thoughts are with family and friends

OFFI

Unity House, Offi Floor, Fletcher Street, BOLTON, UK

= -

Deeply saddened at the untimely demise of

Shri Ahmed Patel

A long serving Parliamentarian

/4

My deepest condolences to his family,
friends and many admirers

Abhishek Banerjee
= National President, TMYC
i p

Mohmadsalim Uniya

RAHUL GANDHI
MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT I
LOK SABHA
25 Nov, 2020
Dear Faisal,

| am saddened by the passing of your father, Shri
Ahmed Patel Ji. We have lost a leader who dedicated
his life to the Congress party.

Ahmed Ji epitomized courage and loyalty in public
life. He stood by the Congress party through its most
difficult times. | will miss his wisdom, his intellect and
his unwavering commitment to the Congress party.
He will continue to guide us and inspire every
Congress worker to carry forward our mission.

My thoughts, prayers and love are with you and your
family in this difficult time.

Sincerely,

A~

Rahul Gandhi

12 TUGHLAK LANE, NEW DELHI-110011
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President of India @ @rashtrapatibhvn - Nov 25 e0s
Distressed to know that veteran Congress leader Ahmed Patel is no more. An
astute Parliamentarian, Shri Patel combined the skills of a strategist and the
charm of a mass leader. His amiability won him friends across party lines. My
condolences to his family and friends.

Vice President of India 8 @\VPSecretariat - Nov 25 000
T GH & & & 4l 3gHT U Sl & YT BT GHHER U1 R Ted §1 IRY
ige 4 ged 31U YUY SHd, TeTd 3R Figieyul Sl & fig o Srd
Y| 3o fEaTa quaren &1 2hifd qur 37 IReFl &1 94 HeH $1

#AhmedPatel

Vice President of India @ @VPSecretariat - Nov 25 000
Deeply saddened to learn about the passing away of Rajya Sabha MP, Shri
Ahmed Patel. He was an able parliamentarian and always maintained cordial
relations with leaders across the political spectrum. My condolences to the
bereaved family members. May his soul rest in peace.

Narendra Modi & @narendramodi - Nov 25 000
Saddened by the demise of Ahmed Patel Ji. He spent years in public life,
serving society. Known for his sharp mind, his role in strengthening the
Congress Party would always be remembered. Spoke to his son Faisal and
expressed condolences. May Ahmed Bhai's soul rest in peace.

Sharad Pawar € @PawarSpeaks - Nov 25 ©00
Deeply saddened to know about the demise of veteren congress leader Shri
Ahmed Patel. His contribution to @INCIndia will always be remembered.

My sincere condolences to members of his family.
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@ Congress &
‘L) @INCindia

Congress President Smt Sonia Gandhi’s condolence
message on the demise of Shri Ahmed Patel.

Congress President, Smt. Sonia Gandhi’'s
Condolence Message:

“In Sh. Ahmed Patel, | have lost a
colleague, whose entire life was dedicated
to the Congress Party.

His faithfulness and dedication, his
commitment to his duty, his always being
there to help, his generosity were rare
qualities that distinguished him from
others.

| have lost an irreplaceable comrade, a
faithful colleague and a friend. | mourn his
passing and | feel deeply for his bereaved
family to whom | offer my sincere feelings
of empathy and support.”

3

3

Kapil Sibal @ @KapilSibal - Nov 25
| never thought

you'll go so soon

will feel the loss

for long

Congress has lost
It's Northern Star
who guided it
for long

dotted the i's
untied the knots
when Congress
needed help

for you the Party
was your first love
you never thought
of self

Alvida Ahmadbhai

Q 101 0 s27 Q 62« A

Kapil Sibal € @KapilSibal - Nov 25

Deeply saddened by the passing away of Ahmedbhai . | am personally
aggrieved because of our long and steadfast friendship. He was central to
the functioning of the Congress Party . His seminal contribution to its well-

being will always be remembered. May his soul rest in peace .
Q 40 0 201 Q awx &

Shashi Tharoor & @ShashiTharoor - Nov 25 000

Deeply saddened by this news. A formidable political
figure, a man of profound intelligence & prodigious

memory. His extraordinary range of knowledge,
considerable understanding & sharp instincts made
him “Mr Politics” to many in @inclIndia. A shattering
loss for secular politics.

Rahul Gandhi & @RahulGandhi - Nov 25 000
It is a sad day. Shri Ahmed Patel was a pillar of the Congress party. He lived
and breathed Congress and stood with the party through its most difficult
times. He was a tremendous asset.

We will miss him. My love and condolences to Faisal, Mumtaz & the family.

Priyanka Gandhi Vadra 8 @priyankagandhi - Nov 25 oo
My deepest condolences to Ahmedji’s whole family, especially Mumtaz and

@mfaisalpatel.

Your father’s service and commitment to our party was immeasurable. We
will all miss him immensely. May his courage pass on to you and give you

strength to face this tragedy.
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Priyanka Gandhi Vadra @ @priyankagandhi - Nov 25 000

Ahmed ji was not only a wise and experienced colleague to whom |
constantly turned for advice and counsel, he was a friend who stood by us
all, steadfast, loyal, and dependable to the end.

His passing away leaves an immense void. May his soul rest in peace.

Amit Shah & @AmitShah - Nov 25
mm&mﬁmmmsﬁ$ﬁwﬁw&mﬁgm% 3G
UCd St BT B UTeT SR Hrdoles Sitad § 981 ANTaM 81| § G $I 39 ugl
o 37 UfRor 3R THd®! & Ul 30t Tae1 o Bl § | SR fadTd SfTe
DI Tifd U™ H1|

Rajnath Singh @ @rajnathsingh - Nov 25 000
Saddened by the demise of senior Congress Leader and MP, Shri Ahmed
Patel ji. He was a seasoned leader, who made remarkable contribution to his
party and public life.

Ahmed Bhai had friends across party lines. My thoughts are with his family
and well-wishers in this sad hour.

P. Chidambaram & @PChidambaram_IN - Nov 25 ooo

Deeply shocked and saddened to learn that my dear friend Ahmed Patel
passed away in the early hours of today

digvijaya singh & @digvijaya_28 - Nov 25 000
I3 it febe11 €1 21 81 bR STY S7H I8 &ma ol d I TG R & ¥ofd U
ST I R, W ST & 8 had & AT | Hsdl a1d ot dge M sl A
gl G GHdT UT| HIUF U1e] I9H1 ARTaH BT ot 78T Y1 Fabil |
g UTg AR T

digvijaya singh & @digvijaya_28 - Nov 25 000
3BHE TS 9gd ol UTiHe Afad ¥ 3R &gl IR I8, 70 UeA ¥ T2t 7

|
31T &4 I3+ TP o § foraeT Tara+ o & 9gd Hgd 3|

TS I8 T3 [hRalg § AT HbTH 3/dT BRHATY |
THIA|

Mamata Banerjee & @MamataOfficial - Nov 25 000

Saddened and shocked at the passing away of Ahmed Patel. He was a quiet,
affable person. My condolences to his family, admirers and his colleagues.

Anand Sharma @ @AnandSharmalNC - Dec 8, 2020
X BT AFCAl YdeaeH PR & faeg A1 3R PRI & U Isbi )
oy FR IGT ¢ | TSI &l UHR ¢ fh WBR [T Bl =T 3R T ¢ | gART
TholedT 3R AT HRd P [T &b FY | #3{15_YRd_§¢_¢

el Yol Yooll adl2l YRau Avys2Aa AMA14E), Yd

AR AHRAR




v

&

Mayawati @ @Mayawati - Nov 25 000
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Akhilesh Yadav & @yadavakhilesh - Nov 25 o0

| am saddened to hear about the passing of Ahmed Patel Ji. My deepest
sympathies are with his family at this difficult time.

DK Shivakumar & @DKShivakumar - Nov 25 000

Deeply saddened & shocked by the demise of AICC Treasurer & one of the
foremost leaders of the Congress party Shri. Ahmed Patel

His steadfast loyalty & contribution to the Congress party as well as the
nation was exemplary & an inspiration to us all. Condolences to his family.

Mehbooba Mufti & @MehboobaMufti - Nov 25 000
Saddened to hear about Ahmad Bhai's demise. He was humble, kind & a

gracious person. May Allah Subhana Taa'la grant him jannat . Condolences to
his son Faisal & the family .

Nitin Gadkari & @nitin_gadkari - Nov 25 000
Saddened to hear about the demise of veteran Congress leader
Ahmed Patel Ji. My sincere condolences to the departed soul. | pray

for strength to his family members and supporters in this moment
of grief. Om Shanti.

Ashok Gehlot & @ashokgehlot51 - Nov 25 000
Deeply saddened and shocked to learn about the untimely passing away of
veteran Congress leader & friend Sh. #AhmedPatel ji. It is a great loss for
Congress Party and all Congress workers like me. His contribution to the
party will always be remembered.

Vijay Rupani @ @vijayrupanibjp - Nov 25 000
SIAAeLL ARY Adl ol AU 1] AiAE A HEUEHIS Y2deil grule

g leie] ALsHAU §. SIAA UIZ]A Hosoyd Matidd M dstl Hs1 M AYell
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£y Yogi Adityanath & @myogiadityanath - Nov 25 oo
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a B.S. Yediyurappa £ @BSYBJP - Nov 25 000

4 Deeply saddened by the passing away of veteran Congress leader Shri

- Ahmed Patel Ji. My heartfelt condolences to his family, followers, and
tributes to the departed soul. Om Shanti.

Asaduddin Owaisi 8 @asadowaisi - Nov 25 000
> My deepest condolences to Ahmed bhai's (@ahmedpatel) family, friends &
colleagues. My Allah grant him maghfirah & his well wishers sabr. He had an

amazing stamina when it came to politics. This is an indescribable loss & his
absence will definitely be felt for a very long time

Devendra Fadnavis @ @Dev Fadnavis - Nov 25  °°°

Saddened to hear about demise of senior Congress
leader Ahmed Patel ji.

My deepest condolences to his family and friends.

ﬁ' Bhupesh Baghel & @bhupeshbaghel - Nov 26 e85
? #3FHC_UTS

SO DT TS ST 8IdT1 8, T8 TGH-2T & [o1U BRG] BT 3HS UTS
SHa 3R BT IR T TR ST A1

uref & ufa N7 &1 IeTeur &A1 81 i i IHHT A1 TR-IR M|

a’ Omar Abdullah & @OmarAbdullah - Nov 25

My father & | are deeply saddened to hear about the demise of Ahmed Patel
Sb. Our relationship with Ahmed bhai is both political & personal and has
been a long one. May Allah grant him place in Jannat & may the family find
strength at this difficult time.
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Paresh Dhanani € @paresh_dhanani - Nov 25 000
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Sachin Pilot & @SachinPilot - Nov 25 000

Extremely saddened to learn of Shri Ahmed Patel ji has passed away.
Shri Patel has left a void which can not be filled.He was a dedicated
congressman, a passionate nationalist and friend and mentor to so many...

| join in grief with Faisal, Mumtaz, and the rest of the family. ¢ ,

. Mohammed Azharuddin € @azharflicks - Nov 25 oo

Deeply disturbed to hear about the loss of a father figure.
May Allah grant him the highest place in paradise. Rest in Peace

Riteish Deshmukh & @Riteishd - Nov 25, 2020 000
Extremely saddened to know that Shri @ahmedpatel ji is no more. He was a
close friend of my father's. A strategist, who helped build & strengthen the
congress party. Deepest condolences to you @mfaisalpatel & the entire
family. Om Shanti ¢,

Jyotiraditya M. Scindia @ @JM_Scindia - Nov 25 00
DY P dRY -l 3AGHS Ucd Sil b GG Y TR T Mgl YdgAd | SR I
12T © 1o 9 AT 3iTeT ol 2Mf=d e P Ud Qe Jawd URSHI &l g8

3T g I Afdd &1 3> ifd |

Irfan Pathan & @IrfanPathan - Nov 25 000
Inna lilahi wa inna ilaihi ra’jioun. Deeply saddened to hear about the demise
of Shri #AhmedPatel, he was the kind of leader who was respected by all the
parties. My thoughts & prayers are with his family @mfaisalpatel
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Raj Thackeray € @RajThackeray - Nov 25, 2020 ©oe°
#AhmedPatel

3G TS

(2943 -2020) Congress veteran leader, Ahmed Patel passed away this morning. He was an ex-

ceptionally astute and a sharp leader. These qualities helped him in upping his
political grasp to the level of a chess play and he made sure his moves were
matchless and he emerged victorious. But, his greatness lies in the fact, that he
never used his sharp mind to settle personal grudges, in fact he remained above
all this and only focussed on the betterment of his party. This made him
stand out, across party lines as an amicable leader and he valued his relation-
ships with all.

Over the years, the relationships that he forged even those beyond the political
sphere; he valued each one of them and stood by his friends in good and bad
times. | have fond memories of our relationship and I will always cherish that.

His political career spans 43 years, in that he witnessed so many changes in gov-

ernment and governance. He chose to always remain as a firm backdrop; one

never saw him join in the race to grasp power or any position in the govern-

ment. This quality of staying above the temptations of holding a position stands
out as a rare trait today.

A humble tribute to Ahmed Patel from the Maharashtra Navnirman Sena.

Arvind Kejriwal @ @ArvindKejriwal - Nov 25, 2020

Shocked to know abt the demise of Ahmed Patel ji. My heartfelt condolences
to his family, friends and supporters. May his soul rest in peace.

Rajdeep Sardesai @ @sardesairajdeep - Nov 25, 2020 o0
‘With the passing away of Ahmedbhai, the Congress’s permanent emergency
phone line has gone silent’.. my article on why the leader's demise marks the
end of the Sonia era in the Congress.. May wish to read/share.

Rajat Sharma & @RajatSharmalLive - Nov 25, 2020
3fgHE UIg & MY U W §. G¥ & PHeldR Ad] 38HG Ucd Hivy Urel &
HhedIad o, e Bl I 9 ¥ 981 9IS G 4. Fdeli-id sitad § R
?ﬁﬁwaﬁ% 3R AI3Y B fAUTT 1 § df S9! U format 3. Y 9gd a1

. #AhmadPatel

Azmi Shabana & @AzmiShabana - Nov 25, 2020 000
Deeply saddened to hear about the passing away of #Ahmed Patel Saheb.
Soft spoken , discreet he was highly respected . Our condolences to his
family

Urmila Matondkar & @UrmilaMatondkar - Nov 25, 2020 ooo
Saddened by the demise of Shri @ahmedpatel ji. Though my interaction with
him was brief..he was so very kind n encouraging. My prayers for his
departed soul. Deepest condolences to @mfaisalpatel n his family ¢ a¢ a

el Yol Yooll adl2l YRau Avys2Aa AMA14E), Yd

AR AHRAR




tll 2d yeell a2l YRax Avys2Ae AA1uE, Yd-l aifis we12a FHldI

ell y=dl 2Aooll asl2l YRaH ANwysAet AA1AE), Ay=dell 93 Hl aiffs veza [
di.3q/0a/R0R4cll 2fAdIRell 2% AdI? 20.30 SAIS SI. Y.AHY.Hdldl Ssellsd S
(A.a1u.cieiriy Ss<llsd gereleye) slzioil, di. #id1d, Y. Y2d 4SA AvdPRHi 211d] B.

A1 FS21Hi AA142) a1l Ugal, di.Ugel, dlgs AR, dH211Hal UlclsiEA] AHal s1.241e

AcAla g1y 28d| [deid) €.
Royes|

sif:q 0¥ diffs oveira [HEolel] Hlellen ¥ aslRl AHIAIReN HIR-R00 ofl JisHi
4912 SRdIHi A1d] © del vigId] 2A1ud] ofiid.

si3f: 2 el 209€ - 020 oi) 2112112420l dIs AHEdIE didetHI g Y] AUd] Hloid.

si2f: 3 el 209¢€ - 00 ofl 1Sle A [ER4101 el FUIE & Ad 4G 2418010} HSAdIHi

1l & del 3oy S2d| U10(d.

sif: ¥ UlS A1 s16(eAA YR S2d 204-03R ofl Y 3H|2ell FIEIY viveal Hoy2] JHiud]
Giuid.

sif:y A af Hi2 BIEEIR), A2l S[HE), Uils A1S SIB[cRide1 AGANel] [6134R2]S S2dl Gliid.

sif: g A Rid1 vig=elell say ac-2 HHefAIR I €13 d.

GitllRRl SEH : 1¢-R

diffs veizd [E]o14i ofly S1g uel vlioid Hlel. vei2d A 523l AI9I1Hi AH191 ¢ [Edd UEG]
Aftid voi A1 < &12l d 2% s=2dl £d 13 BH1dR] «1&] RidIdl § ¥HW A1&0iell uRdle1a]l And]
&l

AlA128)ell €25 Awirel 2AlRA1AE) ] s1dIE], [B21101 1212 vive BiRE|Ae2 (212 i) ¥ sig
4=el S Y{dIRi] M) €13 d] 2iellell 1512 ciglReiell SEH ac-2 ARjell BejRvIR avil veid.
w2l d [Go1d 2edigell s8] s3] RIS Vel R4vil@ld AIUSI S SIFE YRl ¥32 us 29, s3|
RASI. =0l V1212 V{111 YHdIHi 02AH YU dI Vel GIIYI UR SI0] & Vel AlAIAE] el ofsRlle]
ol g1 deil sINngY 2ivid] ¢33 9.

YAS AISY Yid
Ay
di.oq [oq/0214 ¢l 2.2 9.3 . Ay ARA1AE], Y2d

el Yrcll Yooll all YReu Avys2Aa MA1AE), Yd

AR AHIRAR




. AclHcid As. yed
ANel

HEH AEHERIT USd AIEC HIN el
AHIval| o oll@ UIES AHA HIRdI™ 2IYSIRRIel]
AHieLf @IfSd &dl. JHvals JHal Vilsiglell AHIyail
Ydeiell vigHe Rigglidl &dll. 211 & Riggidl] uz
AU SIYH 2831 el AVl @isl HI2 Uel3y
2A1(G1d i, AAuel) [¢1221d Adl s=2dl HiZell &dl
Aol Ay [61=2idell oirsdel dd AU suzl
iodoliHi el yolldiell uell A2 s=2dl 2=l
AsOdlell BRIdH B2 [GiRIvHIel &ldl ©di
A vollof 2AiEdlle] BHEI Uldis &dll. el
[Aetycl BSlel i amdll vdl. BHiue] cifSdcal
A1sMd ed. 211U vjoi « 2415 [Edell &dl. i3l
ydoiHiell Uel und s3la 2Hen AHiovell
disiaA uel spyofl gizia s2dl vgA. [derydl
el Aqveidl Vel ejoinigd eisld), u2g
el spclle] 2820 &d. JiCAIBUIS AlUs]
veoidd [FR€lpi Bly Rellel Adl s2HId.
AHiHla.

YA 3552 A Fccn o,
B2i51 s€ 1yA G4l &lon !

o. A.AHEMIY Vd. ciAAAAI
232

HgH AEHEMIT ud RAlgotell Rizlder
A4 AHIval 2AsHi 21RSId S32) 21 8. vI2
v2lI2 yel dvzidell dlder auiiRl IR i
ael 21g1214i 1eHE 1 otiiell Beaui 2l
HI9 Uldlell ugiell o oll@, HeHEMIY dl dls
aldl &dl. €lelgrel &dl. RAvsIRRIel HEEI
dididRelHi 2E)sl yel A UISEHe Yd) Qusl
A o AHell ARN 2Ly cidell  &dl.
AHeHedHIgA & sl saAl © dell Bedui s2dl
WS ol el yer Aol us. AHEMIT vioi
AHCAR HICRI &dl. dil AMcRIY [Agiel &dl.
AU &dll. vjor o EloiElR &dl. VHCalEs]
oy M 2l Yol Yol HIRR &dil.
Jcaieuisall Hidel Bxwlle © S Jcalguls
el reeiciHi Ul Vot BIY 2ellel 1 v &2.
dcalguls Vel [igddlal sojd  sR3Id.

AHHa.

A1 BAA g1 ofl €1 e ofl €2,
A A s W HwR oAl [Evil 6l Eal

el Yrcll Yooll adl2l YRau Avys2Aa AMA1AE), Ya

AR AHIRAR




Phone No. 0091-261-2420097/2424458 JANUARY - 2021

Vo LT T VTS TTY: 3 VALID UP TO 31-12-2023. PUBLISHED ON LAST DATE OF EVERY-
Licence No. 040 inland 081 For Foreign MONTH, AT NATRAJ PRINTERS, SURAT

RNI No. 9372/57 “Registerd No. SRT-004/2021 - 2023" ] 11-01-2021
2000 Copies Posted at SURAT RMS at 3rd of Every month  ©n date of posting SV
dElR1 AHIRJAIR ddI¥Hal dIf¥fs €2 oflA yHIR) 8.

g4l aiifs ddivs 31. 2uo, u2geAHi dIfs ddivy (i1 A2 Ac) 31. w000, E2AHI AIds NG ] 31. 000,
UeAHI dIgs A6k 5] 31. 3000 (AR AN 3I. oo dIffs eiRdIdl 282).), 925 dsd [FHd 3I. 1U.00

) y ) g o s =
| 24 ”
ARy 7 '\( 7 /

3MUhl A3E 3T ehlol HIcpM0CIl ¢
3 Al IRl BISh H, S bl dorkd dcb A0l |

ye



